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The case
A 82 year old woman presented with a growing lesion of the

right mandibular border. A clinical diagnosis of basal cell carcino-
ma was made and removal with a suitable border was planned.

How would you remove the lesion? 

Our choice
For this lesion we decided to use the Dufourmentel modifica-

tion of the rhomboid transposition flaps.

Comment
Transposition flaps can have different shapes and are aimed at

covering an area with little or no skin laxity by means of a tran-
sposition movement from an area of skin redundancy.

In the classic rhombic flap (described by Limberg) a single-
lobed rhombic flap is rotated 90 degrees to close the surgical
defect.1 The Dufourmentel modification uses a 60 degree angle of
rotation, distributing the wound tension between the primary and
secondary defect in a more homogeneous way.2

Rhomboid transposition flaps.3

In our case, using a transposition flap allowed us to avoid a
longer incision (which would have been necessary in case of rota-
tion or advancement flaps), also considering the proximity of the
lips.
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                                                                                  Surgical skill in a nutshell

The outcome

2-week (A) and 9-week (B) follow-up
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